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1.
Canadian Academic English Language Assessment
The Admissions and Scholarships Committee recommends:
that the University of Ontario Institute of Technology accept the Canadian Academic English Language Assessment as evidence of English language proficiency, and that the minimum cut-off score on the test be 70.

Background information on CAEL is attached.

CANADIAN ACADEMIC ENGLISH LANGUAGE (CAEL) ASSESSMENT
The CAEL Assessment was designed to test the ability to use English as it is used in Canadian universities and colleges.  It is a fully integrated, criterion-referenced, topic-based test of English in use for Academic Purposes. Neither TOEFL nor IELTS measures language ability in this way. Further, because the most common response formats in university-level study are not multiple-choice, the CAEL Assessment uses constructed response items/tasks rather than multiple-choice items. TOEFL relies on multiple-choice responses.  This test is administered in two parts; Oral (provides the Speaking score) and Written (which provides the Speaking, Listening, and Reading scores).  

CAEL describes the band scores as follows:

	90
	Expert User: Demonstrates exceptional competency required for academic English use. Is fluent, accurate, flexible and adaptable in the academic setting.

	80
	Adept User: Demonstrates high level of competency required for academic English use. Is fluent, accurate, flexible and adaptable in the academic setting.

	70
	Very Competent User: Demonstrates effective competency in using academic English. Is generally fluent, accurate, and flexible in the academic setting.

	60
	Competent User: Demonstrates satisfactory competency in using academic English. Minor limitations in fluency, accuracy, and flexibility in the academic setting.

	50
	Competent but Limited User: Demonstrates a degree of control in using academic English but fluency, accuracy and flexibility are somewhat limited in the academic setting.

	40
	Marginally Competent User: Demonstrates uneven control in using academic English. Fluency, accuracy, and flexibility are impediments to overall competence in the academic setting.

	30
	Limited User: Demonstrates constrained competency in academic English use. Noticeable problems in fluency accuracy, and not sufficiently flexible in the academic setting.

	20
	Very Limited User: Demonstrates severely constrained competency in academic English use. Insufficient fluency, accuracy, and flexibility in the academic setting.

	10
	Non User: Demonstrates very little ability to use or understand English in the academic setting.


CAEL research suggests that there is the following correlation between CAEL scores and TOEFL scores:

	If your CAEL result is...
	your result indicates that you...
	Approximate
TOEFL SCORE
(estimate only)

	10 - 40
	need more English before you meet admission requirements for Canadian university degree programs
	450 – 519
*133 - 189

	50
	may meet English language requirements for admission to a few Canadian degree programs
	520 – 549
*190 - 212

	60
	meet English language requirements for admission to some Canadian university degree programs
	550 – 579
*213 - 236

	70
	meet English language requirements for admission to most Canadian university degree programs
	580 – 613
*237 - 257

	80
	meet English language requirements for admission to Canadian university degree programs
	
614 – 647
*258 - 277

	90
	meet English language requirements for admission to Canadian university degree programs
	648 – 677
*278 - 300

	 
	 
	*computer-based test


 
Although our TOEFL score is 560 which correlate to a 60, I recommend that we set the minimum overall score at 70 (Adept) with no individual band below 60 (Competent).  The implementation of a minimum band score is suggested to prevent a student from having a weakness in one area.  A lower individual band score would result in competent but limited skills.

